Second Sunday of Advent

Love God. Love all People.
Make Disciples.
Masses: (Sat. 5:30 pm) | Sunday 6:30 am, 8, 10, 12 noon, 5:30 pm Monday-Friday 8, 12 noon | Saturday 8 am
Maybe you grew up Catholic.
Maybe you think of yourself as
Catholic.

Celebrate the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception

Maybe you haven’t been to
church in a while.
Or, you are worried that you
won’t be welcomed here. And
maybe it feels awkward and
scary to take that first step.

Vigil Wednesday, December 7,
5:30 PM

Question. Doubts. Yearning,
but not sure for what.

We are not complete without you!

Thursday, December 8
Masses 8, 12 noon

We get it. We’ve been there.
Now we are here.
Maybe God is calling you, too.
Just as you are.
Welcome home.

Office: Mon.- Thurs. 8 to 12, 1 to 8 pm | Fri. 8 to 12, 1 to 7 pm | Sat. 9 - 12 noon | Sun. Closed
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Retirement Fund for Religious

Pastors Letter

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

From the earliest days of the Church the disciples would
carry the Eucharist to the homes of the sick.
The concern was that the faithful who were ill were
deprived of their rightful and accustomed place in the
Eucharistic community.
The outreach and care for members of the church who
are ill or physically impaired continues to be in the heart
of every Catholic parish. Just as we have Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) assisting in
the distribution of the Eucharist at daily and Sunday
Masses, we also have ministers of the Eucharist who
carry the Eucharist to the homebound, care centers and
Little Company of Mary Hospital.

By 2026, it is projected that religious past age 70 will outnumber those under age 70 by nearly four to one.
Support the Retirement fund for Religious collection next
Sunday. Pray for increased vocations to the priesthood
and religious.

The Retirement Fund for Religious
helps religious communities care for
senior members—today and
tomorrow.
http://retiredreligious.org/

At 81, Sister Donna is full of energy
and smiles. “Make up your mind to be happy,” she says.
“I think that’s something you have to do every day.”

In bringing Communion to them the Eucharistic minister
represents Christ and manifests faith and charity on
behalf of the whole community toward those who cannot
be present at the Eucharist.

December 8 — Feast of the Immaculate Conception.

For the sick, the reception of Communion is not only a
privilege but allows those who cannot come to a church
the opportunity to receive the Lord and to worship Him,
in the company of family and friends. It is also a sign of
support and concern shown by the Christian
community for its members who are ill.

Vigil Mass is 5:30 PM on Wednesday, December 7.
Feast day Mass celebration is
December 8 at 8am, 12 noon and 7 pm.

In the past, the ministers at St. James were given the
Eucharist after the conclusion of Mass and would begin
their visits.
As Advent begins this year the Eucharistic Ministers to
the Sick will come forward to receive the sacred
Eucharistic hosts before the end of Mass and will be
blessed and sent by us as a
community to begin their visits.
If you would like to help us expand this outreach ministry
to bring the Eucharist to our sick and homebound
parishioners at home,
or to bring the Eucharist to
a convalescent center or
Little Company of Mary Hospital
please contact
Miki Finken at 310.316.3890
If you have a loved one who is Catholic and unable to
attend Mass with us on Sundays, we would be
happy to send one of our ministers to the home or local
convalescent center. Please call the parish office to
arrange for a minister to come.

Msgr. Mike

Fr. IK

This is a Holy Day of Obligation. Please join us in
celebrating this feast day.

Some people think the term refers to Christ’s conception in
Mary’s womb without the intervention of a human father;
but that is the Feast of the Annunciation, March 25th
( 9 months before Christmas.) Others think the
Immaculate Conception means Mary was conceived
"by the power of the Holy Spirit," in the way Jesus was,
but that, too, is incorrect.
The conception
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary was
brought about in
the womb of
St. Anne in the
normal way with
Joachim, her
father.
The Immaculate
Conception
means that Mary was conceived without original sin or its
stain—that’s what "immaculate" means: without stain.
Nine months later on September 8, we celebrate the
Nativity (birth) of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Mary was preserved from the defects of original sin by
God’s grace; from the first instant of her existence she was
in the state of sanctifying grace and was free from the
corrupt nature original sin brings.
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St. James Small Business Owners Meeting

Saint James Gift Shop
Saint James Gift Shop is open today
Sunday December 4, from 9-2 PM.
Advent and Christmas gift items
are on sale! If you don’t see exactly what you want,
Rich will be happy to order it for you.
Christmas Penance Service
Monday, December 12 at American Martyrs 7:30 pm
Tuesday, December 13 at Saint James, 7:30 pm

Cub Scouts Christmas Wreath Sale
St. James Cub Scouts Pack 863

Christmas Wreath
Sale

Our next meeting will be on December 7 at 7:30 am
until 9 pm at room 7 at the Parish Center.
We welcome all owners of small business to join us.
We discuss different business agenda's at each
meeting and discuss how we work
within the guidelines of our faith.
We also have speakers come it at times to talk about
Social Media Marketing and other subjects of
interest to doing business.
Come an join us this Wednesday morning.
Call Nick Tesi 310.717.2937

Virtus® Recertification Class
“Keeping the Promise
Alive”

FRESH from the Northwest
wreaths and garland.
One Day Sale— Today!
Sunday, December 4th after
the 8am, 10am,
& 12 noon Masses.
Decorate your home or your
pet!
Support our Cub Scouts

Tuesday, December 6th
7 pm - 8:30 pm at
Kavanagh Hall
New date: Saturday, December 10 at 10am
at Kavanagh Hall

Visit www.SaintJames.Church/Virtus
to see when your certificate expires.
Call the parish office to register.
Everyday Discipleship—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Christmas Boutique

The second trait of an everyday disciple is Prayerful.

Come visit us in the
Kavanagh Hall:
Sunday, December 4th
9 am - 3 pm
We have lots of unique, handcrafted
items.
Pregnancy Help Center in
Torrance provides many
free services to women
facing the
challenge of an
unplanned pregnancy, including ultrasound.
Please return the baby bottles
along with your
donations to the parish office.
Your donations literally save lives.

“Living as and everyday disciple is not easy, but without
prayer, it is impossible. We are called to pray in many
ways since a relationship has may facets. Sometimes
we do the talking, and sometimes we are listening. In
prayer we petition, we give thanks, and we give joy and
praise.
In the morning prayer, St. Frances de Sales would start
the day with this thought “Call to mind that the new day
now beginning is given to you in order that you may
work for Eternity, and make a steadfast resolution to
use this day for that end’. Take a moment to reflect on
these words. Ask God for the strength to make the day
count for something. One of the greatest abuses of
God’s gifts is the wasting of time. Be open to the many
moments of the day as potential callings. Be the
difference in someone’s life this day. Take the
chance to bring someone closer to God today, for
what happens today might last for all eternity.’
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SAINT JAMES NILAND SCHOLARSHIPS

Growing in Faith
Holy Hour
Adoration
Every 2nd and 4th
Friday of the month
at 7 pm.

Benediction and Adoration 3rd Friday
of the month beginning
after 8am Mass until 12 noon Mass.
Spend some quiet time with the Lord.
“Be still and know that I am God.” Ps 46:10

Adult Education—Bible Study
Whether you have personal questions about love,
suffering, guilt, loneliness, success, God, the future
or the meaning of life, the Bible
has answers for you.

Five scholarships for seniors
that will graduate from
Torrance West, Redondo Union or
Bishop Montgomery High School and plan to
attend a college or university in 2017.

Catechism
Q+A to promote the
These annual scholarships
are offered
involvement of young people in St James Parish
ministries. In accordance with the terms of endowment
the Niland Scholarships are offered based primarily on
need, service to the parish/church/community,
involvement in church activities, and acceptance to
an accredited college and are not based solely on
grade point average (GPA).
To apply you must be a registered member of St
James parish, a practicing Catholic i.e. confirmed and
attending Mass regularly.

Our DVD lecture series is “The Journey from the Head
to the Heart”. Fr. Anthony Ciorra helps us find
peace & happiness as we come to accept that God is
always in control of our lives. Join us on this spiritual
journey in pursuit of wisdom.

Application packets will be available in the parish
office after Dec 5, 2016 and are due back no later than
Feb 28, 2017.

Meeting are in Kavanagh Hall every Wednesday at
8:45 AM, through January 17, 2017.

Are you a baptized Catholic, but have not yet received
your Sacrament of Confirmation?? If so, contact us
about becoming a candidate to receive the Sacrament
of Confirmation and complete your Sacraments of
Initiation (Baptism, Eucharist, Confirmation).

Joe Zelik 310. 370.1645
Tuesday Evening Class:
We will resume in January, 2017.
Topic & dates to be announced.
Mikey or Angeles Haney: 310.798.8224
Advent: A Time of Preparation
The word Advent comes from the Latin advenio,
"to come to," and refers to the coming of Christ.
This refers, first of all, to our celebration of Christ's birth
at Christmas; but second, to the coming of Christ in our
lives through grace and the Sacrament of Holy
Communion; and finally, to
His Second Coming at the end of time.
Our preparations, therefore, should have all three
comings in mind. We need to prepare our souls to
receive Christ worthily.

Adult Confirmation

Our preparation classes are held on Thursday evenings
at 7:15pm. Our Winter, 2017 cycle of classes begins
on Thursday, January 12, 2017. Upon your
successful completion, you would receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation at St. James on Friday,
May 19, 2017.
If you know of someone who may benefit from this
process, please feel free to past this information along
to them.
To receive further information and details on this
process, please contact Deacon Bob & Patty Miller at
310.371.0985 or send an email to
adultconfirmation@aol.com.
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Feed the Needy—Christmas Luncheon
Tired of the commercialization of Christmas?
Stressed out by the demands of the holidays?
Looking for the true meaning of Christmas?

Reflection
The Eucharist is the ‘source and summit of Christian
life.’ What does this mean?
Saint Bernard of Clairvaux taught
‘You will gain more from one
single Mass than you would
from distributing all your goods to
the poor or making pilgrimages to
all the most holy shrines in
Christendom.’

Bring love and joy to homeless families at Christmas:
Feed the Needy Annual Christmas Luncheon
Saturday, December 17th.
Experience the true meaning of Christmas.
As you help struggling families,
we promise you’ll leave with a much happier heart.
Join members of St. James family on
Friday, December 16 as we prepare by:
Wrapping Gifts for Needy Children
Trimming Trees
Decorating Kavanagh Hall
Helping our brothers and sisters reminds us how we are
connected to each other and equal in God’s eyes.
Volunteer for the party on December 17th.
Call Barbara at 310.530.2756

Here’s where to find parking for Mass

What would our Sunday mornings look like of we really
believed that?
What would the rest of our lives look like?
Here’s how Jesus prepared for His first Mass:
“Picture then the High Priest Christ leaving the sacristy
of heaven for the altar of Calvary.
He has already put on the vestment of our human
nature, the maniple of our suffering, the stole of
priesthood, the chasuble of the Cross.

Calvary is his cathedral;
the rock of Calvary is the altar stone;
the sun turning to red is the sanctuary lamp;
Mary and John are the living side altars;
the Host is His Body;
the wine is His Blood.
He is upright as Priest,
yet He is prostrate as Victim.
His Mass is about to begin.”
- Fulton Sheen on from Calvary and the Mass—
a Missal Companion.
Our freedom to worship is
sometimes taken for granted. We are
blessed to be able to gather as one
family in Christ every Sunday, and
every day, if we choose to.

Help bring Joy to a Child at Christmas
Look for Our Giving Tree in the church vestibule next
Sunday. Take an ornament. Return a gift and a
blessing to someone for our Feed the Needy
Christmas Luncheon or a child at San Miguel in
Watts. Call Barbara at 310.530.2756 with questions.

Christians throughout the world are persecuted
and sometimes martyred for believing in Christ’s
message of salvation and love for all people.
Let us remember the brave members of our
military and their families who keep us free.
We’d like to honor them by name in our prayers.
Send names to Bulletin@Saintjames.Church
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Children’s Christmas Choir
All children are invited to sing at the 4:00 pm
Christmas Eve Children's Mass on December 24.
Practice from 9-10am in room 5, Parish Center
December 4, 11, 18
Performances:
December 17, 11-12:30 singing at convalescent homes
December 18, 6-7:30 pm caroling through the lighted
area in south Torrance
December 24, singing at 4pm Mass, Christmas Eve
Contact Robin Potchka 310.722.3573
drpotchka@gmail.com

Women’s Guild

Letter from one of our family
Dear Father Jim,
I was one of many to be blest by sharing in your Mass on
November 13th.
You started your homily by sharing your journey through
the previous week. For you, the days began with your
surgery and then for all of us - the election. You noted that
some were very happy and some very sad. You stated
over and over that all of life has its troubles, its ups and
downs but we must not be dismayed!
Our God is our constant! He will never fail!
We were moved, Father Jim by your trust and by the truth
that the Lord is our Rock!
Thank you from one of many so blest.

Spiritual Director— Deacon Bob Miller
Our special Christmas 10 am Mass is on Dec. 11.
In 2017, we will be celebrating the 40th priestly
anniversary of Msgr. Mike and the 125th anniversary of our parish.
Be part of the Women’s Guild.
Come and join us for
fellowship, social
and spiritual friendship
and lots of fun
every 2nd Wednesday of the month
In Kavanagh Hall.

Stress in your Marriage?
Retrouvaille is a peer marriage ministry that
conducts programs to rediscover a loving
marriage relationship for couples that feel
alone, bored, disillusioned, frustrated, or
angry in their marriage, whether they have
strained relations or have already
separated or divorced.
The program begins with a weekend stay on
December 9-11.
For information, including cost, or to register
for the Los Angeles program weekend Call
909.900.5465 or email 6006@retrouvaille.org

Reflection
"Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance."
John the Baptist does not mince words. He tells it like it
is. When the hypocritical Pharisees and Sadducees
show up piously for baptism, John calls them out, saying, "You brood of vipers!" Not welcoming words, to say
the least. Then he tells them that being part of the
religious club (i.e., children of Abraham) isn't enough.
No, "every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the fire."
It can be easy to join John in pointing fingers at those
self-righteous religious leaders. But we're usually not so
quick to point fingers at ourselves. On this Second
Sunday of Advent, as we seek to prepare for the coming
of Christ, we also need to hear John's solemn warning.
How are we like these Pharisees? How have we
excused ourselves because we are part of the "club,"
because we are baptized Christians, regular
churchgoers, better than others, or whatever justification
we use to declare ourselves in good shape?

How have we failed to produce good fruit by being
satisfied with a comfortable life and a routine practice of
the faith? What do we need to change? Where do we
need to grow? How do we need to reach out and serve
others, to sacrifice sinful behaviors, to
delve deeper into our love for the Lord?
John preaches today that God will "gather his wheat into
his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire." Advent is a gift from the Church--a
time to renew our spiritual life by getting rid of the chaff
in our souls and producing instead a fruitful harvest.
Now is the time to do this work. As John tells us,
"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"
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Welcome Parents of Young Children!

Preschool Thanksgiving
The staff and children
at St. James Preschool
are filled with joy and
thanks for this bountiful
Thanksgiving Day.

Relax! God loves the wiggly little saints and we do
too! Please welcome families with young children
to mass with smiles and encouragement!
We understand how difficult it is to attend Mass with all
the supplies a family with young children needs.
Many of us have been through this and
understand what it’s like.

We shared a
Thanksgiving feast
and sang our praise to
God at our Prayer
Services.

If we do what we can to encourage families to pray
together at Mass when they are young, the seeds
planted will help them develop a deeper faith they can
turn to as life becomes ever more difficult. Want to
do more to help these families? Consider helping at
Children’s Liturgy of the Word.

The children created a
“Tree of Thanksgiving”
and their own feelings
of thanks.
Gracien is thankful for his family.

Youth Ministry

Colt is thankful for all the food and for Jesus.
George is thankful for the park, Disneyland,
his sister and his toys.

Y1 Confirmation Night December 4
Y2 Confirmation Night December 11
Y1 and Y2 bring a friend night on December 18
Event Details at www.saintjamesym.weebly.com

Ellie is thankful for Christmas and her dog, Beauty.
The St. James Preschool Staff is thankful for our
children and families
who fill our classrooms each day. God Bless!

Life Teen Summit Nights for all High School Teens
Join us Monday, December 5, 12, 19
7:00 - 8:00pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Meet in the Teen Lounge (parish office)

EDGE Night: Fri. December 9
6:30-8:00pm at Kavanagh Hall
EDGE Service Project: Sat. December 10
Gabriel Reyes, Director
saintjamesym@gmail.com 310.372.5228 x 20
http://saintjamesym.weebly.com/
At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region
around the Jordan were going out to him and were being
baptized by him in the Jordan River as they
acknowledged their sins. (Mt 3:5-6)

Join us for this free tribute to our children who have
died too soon. All parents, family and friends are welcome. Candles and chairs will be provided.
Sunday, December 11 at 6:45 PM
Malaga Cove Shopping Center parking lot
Palos Verdes,
Rain or Shine… dress warmly
We at Compassionate Friends South Bay Chapter
invite bereaved parents, grandparents, and adult
siblings to join us for our monthly support group.
Visit www.TCFSBLA.org
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December 2016
Sunday
27
1st Sunday in
Advent
Giving tree
4
Christmas
Boutique
9 am-3pm
Christmas
Wreath Sale

Mon
28

Tue
29

Wed
30

Thurs
1

5

6

7

8
Feast of the
Immaculate
Conception
Mass 8, 12,
7 pm

11
Children’s
Liturgy
of the Word
10 am

12
Penance
Service
American
Martyrs
7:30 pm

18
Women’s
Guild
Potluck 1:15
Red Cross
Blood Drive

19

25
Christmas
Day

26
Mass 8, 12

6:30am 8am,
10am 12
noon Mass
No 5:30 Mass

Feast
Vigil
Mass
5:30pm
13
14
Golden Age
SJS
Christmas Christmas
Luncheon
Sing
7pm
Penance
Church
Service
St. James
7:30 Pm
20
21

Fri
2
Christmas
Concert 7:30
PM
9

Saturday
3
Christmas
Boutique
9 am-3pm
10
Religious
Retirement
Fund

15

16

17
Feed the Needy
Christmas
Luncheon 1 pm

22

23

24
Christmas Eve
4 pm – Fr. IK
6 pm – Fr. Jim
Carols @10:30
11 pm Fr. Mike

27

28

29

30
Parish Office
Closed at
Noon

Parish Office
Closed

Everything we have is a gift from God, including our
ability to earn money. We believe that it is through
our generosity and
sharing from our first
fruits that we are able
to fulfill the mission
that God has entrusted
to us –changing lives and saving souls.
Visit www.SaintJames.Church or the parish office.
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31
New Year’s Eve
5:30 pm Mass
10:30 pm Mass

“Is any among you sick?
Let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord;
and the prayer of faith will save the sick
man, and the Lord will raise him up; and
if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.” (Jas. 5:14–15).
Call the office 310.372.5228

Weekly Mass Intentions

Prayer Requests
For those suffering illness, infirmity,
and those in need of our prayers:

Sunday
6:30 am

December 4
Msgr. Mike

8 am

Fr. Jim

10 am

Fr. IK

12 noon

Msgr. Mike

5:30 pm

Msgr. Mike

Monday
8 am
12 noon

December 5
Msgr. Mike
Fr. IK

Jenny Coyle 
Irene Bardwil (L)

Tuesday
8 am
12 noon

December 6
Fr. IK
Msgr. Mike

Demosthenes Angeles 
Paul Guba 

Wednesday
8 am
12 noon
5:30 pm Vigil

December 7
Fr. Uche
Msgr. Mike
Fr. Sebastian

Natividad Cutchon 
Lope Catubig (L)
Immaculate Conception

Thursday
8 am
12 noon
7pm

December 8
Fr. Uche
Fr. IK
Msgr. Mike

Friday
8 am
12 noon

December 9
Fr. IK
Msgr. Mike

Saturday
8 am
5:30 pm

December 10
Msgr. Mike
Karen Whalen 
Msgr. Mike
Marciano Lim 
Charles Eugino (L)

Sunday
6:30 am

December 11
Fr. IK
James A. Gallegher 
Vivian Kliewer (L)
Fr. IK
Scott Stafford (L)
Joseph Nowak 
Msgr. Mike
St. James Parishioners
Brenda Garde (L)
Fr. Jim
Dee Fitzmaurice 
Gregory Meichtry 
Fr. IK
Bella Lim 
Charles Eugino (L)

Vivian Kliewer
From death to new life .
For the souls of the recently departed, that through the
mercy of God, they may rest in peace:
Tom Tabor, Teresa Coungton

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
& READINGS
Monday
Our God will come to save us!

Is 35:1-10 / Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday
The Lord our God comes with power.
Is 40:1-11 / Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday
O bless the Lord, my soul!
Is 40:25-31 / Mt 11:28-30

Thursday
Sing to the Lord a new song,
for he has done marvelous deeds.

Gn 3:9-15, 20 / Lk 1:26-38

Friday
Those who follow you, Lord,
will have the light of life.
Is 48:17-19 / Mt 11:16-19

Saturday
Lord, make us turn to you;
let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 / Mt 17:9a, 10-13

David Franco 
Nora Finnerty 
Michael Mc Garry 
Adelaida Vega 
St. James Parishioners
Maria Peralta 
Dalla Katy 
Alber Jalbert 
Sherry Sullivan 
Jeffrey Wilhelmi (L)

Immaculate Conception
Paddy Naughton 
Tom Tabor 

Charles Hereford 
Mary Ann Massaro 

Sunday
Lord, come and save us.

Is 35:1-6a, 10 / Ps 146 / Jas 5:7-10 / Mt 11:2-11

Welcome!

8 am
10 am
12 noon

Welcome one another, then,
as Christ welcomed you,
for the glory of God.
Romans 15:7

5:30 pm
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