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Sunday Masses: (Sat. 5:30 pm) | Sunday 6:30 am, 8, 10, 12 noon, 5:30 pm Monday-Friday 8, 12 noon | Saturday 8 am 

415 Vincent Street  |  Redondo Beach, CA 90277  | 310.372.5228  |  www.SaintJames.Church 

Office Hours: Mon.- Thurs. 8 to 12, 1 to 8 pm  | Fri. 8 to 12, 1 to 7 pm  | Sat. 9  - 12 noon  | Sun. Closed 

First Sunday in Advent,  November 27, 2016   

Love God. Love all People. Make Disciples. 

Maybe you grew up Catholic. 
Maybe you think of yourself as Catholic. 

Maybe you haven’t been to church in a while. 
Or, you are worried that you won’t be welcomed here. And 

maybe it feels awkward and scary to take that first step. 
Question. Doubts. Yearning, but not sure for what. 

We get it. We’ve been there. Now we are here. 
Maybe God is calling you, too. Just as you are. 

Welcome home. 

WELCOME! 
Thank you for worshipping with us! 
   We are not complete without you! 

The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness  
and put on the armor of light. Romans 13:12 
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Msgr. Mike  

Everyday Discipleship 
 

In Everyday Discipleship, Tracy Welliver describes six basic 

traits of disciples of Jesus: Mindful, Prayerful, Grateful, 

Gracious, Committed and Accountable. 

 

 In the coming weeks we’ll examine these in detail. Today 

we’ll look at Mindful. 

 

“How often does a moment pass by and we barely recall 

what happened? People tell me they often can’t remember 

the experience of eating lunch, or sitting at a traffic light, 

or listening to music. They are there, but they are  

preoccupied with all the stuff in their brains. Their ability to 

live in the moment is hindered by the baggage of the past 

and expectation of the future.  

 

I am reminded of the story in John’s Gospel of Mary  

anointing the feet of Jesus with expensive oil and then  

Judas’ objection. Jesus reminds him that His time is short 

and will not always be there with them in body. The reality 

of time is always short and a moment passes will never  

return. If we are not aware of the sensations and reality of 

the moment, we miss a chance to hear the call of Jesus and 

we miss a chance to really acknowledge the gifts we have 

been give. 

 

All moments of life offer chances to give thanks to God, to 

hear His still small voice, and to reflect on the goodness of 

all that has been given.  

 

Brushing our teeth, eating a salad, feeling the warmth of 

sunlight, and watching people pass by can all be opportuni-

ties for stewardship reflection.  

 

Unless we live each day mindfully, those opportunities will 

vanish forever. Plato said, “The unexamined life is not 

worth living.” Now, I wouldn’t speak that strongly, but if 

we are going to draw the most meaning out of our lives, we 

must allow God to permeate all of it. That means paying 

attention to the Divine in the most mundane of situations.”  

 

A few weeks ago our 10 am Mass Choir provided the music 

for a Saturday evening Mass and last week at the 8 am 

Mass.  I have received many positive comments from people 

at those Masses who rarely get to worship with the full 

choir.  Last week with the choir at 8 am, the music at 10 

am was provided by a special Children’s Choir and they did 

such a wonderful job of lifting our hearts in worship.  Thank 

you to both choirs. 

Whether you’re visiting beautiful  
Redondo Beach or looking for a church to  

belong to, 
 St. James will always  

welcome you. We have been home to  
anyone looking to grow to spiritual maturity and deepen 

their faith  
since the 1800’s. 

Come and join us and we promise we’ll make you feel right 
at home too. 

We have been caring for people in the  
community for generations through our  

Feed the Needy ministry.  
We’re reaching out to homeless families with our  

participation in the Family Promise of the South Bay. 

We have been bringing sacraments and  
encouragement to those in prison, homebound or in 

 hospitals. 

Our expanding youth ministry is changing the lives of young 
people as they grow in fellowship with each other and  

develop a deepening faith. 

Spend a few moments talking to members of our parish 
family, browse through our every 

 expanding list of ministries,  
and consider volunteering for where  

God is leading you.  
 

Your life will be forever changed as we grow together 
on the path to spiritual maturity,  

becoming the holy, healthy, vibrant person that 
 God has created you to be. 

Welcome! 

Each year the 10 am Mass Choir provides a special  

Christmas Concert for the parish.  

 It will be this next  

Friday evening at 7:30 pm in the Church.   

It is a powerful and enjoyable event that will lift your spirits 

as we have entered into our Advent Season and begun our 

journey to READY THE WAY to the celebration of Christ’s 

birth at Christmas.   

If you can work it into your schedule, it is an evening that 

will touch your hearts and set you on the path to Christmas. 

You can find the rest of the details on page 3 of this 

 bulletin. 

Msgr. Mike 
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Pregnancy Help Center in 
Torrance provides many 
free services to women 

facing the  
challenge of an  

unplanned pregnancy, including ultrasound.  
 

Please return the baby bottles  
along with your  

donations to the parish office. 
Your donations literally save lives. 

Are you happy? Overwhelmed? Is your 
passion of purpose gone and your 
dreams fleeting? Are you the best ver-
sion of yourself? 
 
In Resisting Happiness, Matthew Kelly 
addresses the questions above and the 
resistance that stands  
between you and happiness.  
 
As part of our continuing commitment to 
better understand and deepen our faith, we will be gift-
ing these books to our parishioners at Christmas. 
 
If you are interested in forming a discussion group on 
this book, please contact the office.  We’ll match you 
with others who would like to do this.  Let us know when 
your schedule  is available, and where you’d like to 
meet.  You can meet at local coffee shops, restaurants 
or at your home. 

 
This is done by praying that the one particular but  

unknown child’s life be spared abortion and be allowed 
to continue to live.  

 
“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much. I beg 

you to spare the life of the unborn baby that I have  
spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.”  

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 
 

To help accomplish this, it was recommended an 
individual say a daily prayer for a period of nine months.  

 
http://SpiritualAdoption.org 

St. James Cub Scouts 
Pack 863 

 

Christmas Wreath 
Sale 

 
FRESH from the Northwest 

 wreaths and garland.  
 

One day only 
Sunday, December 4th after the 8am, 10am,  

& 12 noon Masses. 
Decorate your home or your pet! 

Support our Cub Scouts 

Christmas Concert 

Virtus®  Recertification Class 

“Keeping the Promise 
Alive” 

 
Tuesday, November 29, 

 6 to 7:30 pm  
at O’Gorman hall. 

 
Visit  www.SaintJames.Church/Virtus  
to see when your certificate expires. 

Call the parish office to register. 

Friday, December 2,  
7:30 pm 

 in the Church. 
 

Ring in the holidays  with 
your favorite Christmas  

carols sung by our 10 am 
choir led by Kevin 

Babuder  
and songs of the season! 

 
It’s a free concert, so arrive 
early to get a great seat 

to this year’s event! 

Come visit us in the  
Kavanagh Hall: 

Saturday, December 3rd 
& Sunday, December 4th 

9 am - 3 pm 
 

We have lots of unique, handcrafted items. 

Christmas Boutique Consider Spiritual Adoption 

Cub Scouts Christmas Wreath Sale 

 
By this all people will know that you are my disciples,  

if you have love for one another.” John 13:35 
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Growing in Faith 

HOW DO I BECOME A CATHOLIC? 
 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith and receiving 

your Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist),  

 

please contact DeaconBob&PattyMiller- 310.371.0985 

deaconbob99@aol.com. 

Whether you have personal questions about love, 
 suffering, guilt, loneliness, success, God, the future 

or the meaning of life, the Bible has answers for 
you. 

 
Our DVD lecture series  is  “The Journey from the Head 

to the Heart”. Fr. Anthony Ciorra helps us find 
peace & happiness as we come to accept that God is 
always in control of our lives.  Join us on this spiritual 

journey in pursuit of wisdom.   
 

Meeting  are in Kavanagh Hall every Wednesday at 
8:45 AM, through January 17, 2017. 

 
Joe Zelik 310. 370.1645 

 
Tuesday Evening Class: 

 
We will resume in January, 2017.   
Topic & dates to be announced. 

 
Mikey or Angeles Haney: 310.798.8224 

  Adult Education—Bible Study 

Catechism Q+A 

Holy Hour 
Adoration 
Every 2nd and 4th 

Friday of the month 

at 7 pm. 

 

Benediction and 

Adoration 3rd Friday 

of the month beginning  

after 8am Mass until 12 noon Mass. 

 

Spend some quiet time with the Lord. 

 

 “Be still and know that I am God.” Ps 46:10 

Five scholarships for seniors that will graduate 
from  

Torrance West, Redondo Union or  
Bishop  Montgomery High School and plan to at-

tend a college or university in 2017.  
 

These annual scholarships are offered to promote the 
involvement of young people in St James Parish 

ministries.  In accordance with the terms of endowment 
the Niland Scholarships are offered based primarily on 

need, service to the parish/church/community,  
involvement in church activities, and acceptance to 

an accredited college and are not based solely on 
grade point average (GPA).  

 
To apply you must be a registered member of St 

James parish, a practicing Catholic i.e. confirmed and 
attending Mass regularly. 

 
 Application packets will be available in the parish 
office after Dec 5, 2016 and are due back no later than 

Feb 28, 2017. 

SAINT JAMES NILAND SCHOLARSHIPS 

Advent: A Time of Preparation 
The word Advent comes from the Latin advenio, "to 

come to,"  and refers to the coming of Christ. This 
refers, first of all, to our celebration of Christ's birth at 
 Christmas; but second, to the coming of Christ in our 

lives through grace and the Sacrament of Holy  
Communion; and finally, to His Second Coming  

at the end of time. 
Our preparations, therefore, should have all three  
comings in mind. We need to prepare our souls to 

 receive Christ worthily. 

mailto:deaconbob99@aol.com
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Tired of the commercialization of Christmas? 

Stressed out by the demands of the holidays? 

Looking for the true meaning of Christmas? 

Bring love and joy to homeless families at Christmas:  

Feed the Needy Annual Christmas Luncheon 

Saturday, December 17th. 

 

Experience the true meaning of Christmas.   

As you help struggling families,  

we promise you’ll leave with a much happier heart.   

 

Join members of St. James family on  

Friday, December 16 as we prepare by: 

Wrapping Gifts for Needy Children 

Trimming  Trees 

Decorating Kavanagh Hall 

 

Helping our brothers and sisters reminds us how we are 

connected to each other and equal in God’s eyes.  

Volunteer for the party on December 17th. 

 Call Barbara at 310.530.2756 

Reflection 

Here’s where to find parking for Mass 

Our  freedom to worship is  
sometimes taken for granted. We are 
blessed to be able to gather as one 

family in Christ every 
 Sunday, and every day, if we choose 

to.  
Christians throughout the world are persecuted 

and sometimes martyred for believing in Christ’s 
 message of salvation and love for all people.  

Let us remember the brave members of our  
military and their families who keep us free.  
We’d like to honor them by name in our prayers.  

Send names to Bulletin@Saintjames.Church  

Feed the Needy—Christmas Luncheon 

Help bring Joy to a Child at Christmas 
Look for Our Giving Tree in the church vestibule next 

Sunday.  Take an ornament. Return a gift and a 
 blessing to someone for our Feed the Needy 

Christmas Luncheon or a child at San Miguel in 
Watts. Call Barbara at 310.530.2756 with questions. 

"Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which 
day your Lord will come." Jesus doesn't tell us when he 
will come again; but he does tell us all we need to know. 

 
First, he leaves no doubt in our minds that he will in fact 

return--this isn't a question we have to debate.  
And secondly, he tells us what we need to do to be 

ready: stay awake! As long as we don't doze off while 
we're waiting, everything will be all right. 

 
So our task is a relatively simple one. We are called to 
be on the lookout. We are supposed to be ready for 

the Lord when he appears. This is a straightforward  
instruction to be sure. But it does contain an inherent 
challenge: it's often much easier to hit the snooze 

button than to get up and at 'em. It's our task, however, 
to make sure we don't give in to the temptation to fall 

back asleep. 
 

This is what the season of Advent helps us to do. It's 
like the Church's alarm clock, ringing with persistence in 
our ears: Wake up! Throw off the covers of apathy and 
distraction! Jesus is coming! Get up and get your house 

in order before he arrives! 
 

What exactly this means will be different for all of us--
the particular behaviors we need to change, the specific  

virtues we need to develop--all of this is unique to 
each individual. But our common goal is the same--to 

clean house in our hearts and make ourselves ready to 
welcome the Lord.  

 
Yes, his return at the end of time will be a momentous 

event, but even if we never experience it during our life-
time, Jesus still wants to come to us here and now, to 

dwell in our hearts through the presence of his 
 Spirit. This Advent, let's be ready to welcome the Lord 

every minute of every day.  

“hunger is not just an economic problem.  
It is a moral and spiritual problem.”  
Fulton J. Sheen, Treasure in Clay 
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Children’s Christmas Choir 

Women’s Guild 

Children's Christmas Choir 
 
All children are invited to sing at the 4:00 pm  
Christmas Eve Children's Mass on December 24. 
 
Practice from 9-10am in room 5, Parish Center  
November 27, December 4,  11,  18 
  
Performances: 
December 17, 11-12:30 singing at convalescent homes 
December 18,  6-7:30 pm caroling through the lighted 
area in south Torrance 
December 24,  singing at 4pm Mass, Christmas Eve 

For me,  
this weekend gave me t 

he opportunity  
to reconnect with God  

 
and to meet some  

wonderful guys at the 
same time 

 and to realize that no 
matter how 

 good or difficult  
times are,  

God will always 
 be there for you. 

 
David Michels  

Cornerstone Retreat—For Men 

Spiritual Director— Deacon Bob Miller 
 

Men and Women of St. James are invited to attend our 
meeting on December 14 in Kavanagh Hall at 7 pm. 

 
Our special guest speaker is our sponsored seminarian, 
Miguel Ruisz. He will share his spiritual journey with us 

towards priesthood. 
 

Our special Christmas 10 am Mass is on Dec. 11. 
 

Our Christmas Potluck Luncheon is on Dec. 18 at the 
Kavanagh Hall after the Noon Mass. 

 
In 2017, we will be celebrating the 40th priestly  

anniversary of Msgr. Mike and the 125th anniver-
sary of our parish.  

 
Be part of the Women’s Guild. Come and join us for  
fellowship, social and spiritual friendship and lots of fun 
every 2nd Wednesday of the month In Kavanagh Hall. 

 

 
 I am personally  
refreshed from 

 Cornerstone to serve my 
family, church family, and  
community in ways that 

glorify God.  
 

The Holy Spirit is  
challenging me and 

 I am inspired. 
 

Jim Abramowski  

Cornerstone witness talks al-
low for a time of deep  

reflection on how God works all 
things for our good.  

Group discussions after each talk is key to developing a 
fuller understanding of our lives. Seeing God at work in 
other men’s lives, we often discover insights into ours. 

Friendships develop that last long after the retreat is over. 
Truly, these men become Cornerstone Brothers.  

Friends and family notice the positive changes in men that 
are growing in faith, as they become the holy, healthy, and 

vibrant men that God has created them to be. 
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Youth Ministry 

Gabriel Reyes, Director 

saintjamesym@gmail.com 310.372.5228 x 20   

 http://saintjamesym.weebly.com/ 

Help for Hurting Marriages 

Y1 Confirmation Night December 4 

Y2 Confirmation Night December 11 

Y1 and Y2 bring a friend night on December 18 

Event Details at www.saintjamesym.weebly.com 

Life Teen Summit Nights for all High School Teens 

Join us Monday, December 5, 12, 19 

7:00 - 8:00pm (doors open at 6:30pm)  

Meet in the Teen Lounge (parish office) 

 
 
 
 

EDGE Night: Fri. December 9 

6:30-8:00pm at Kavanagh Hall 

 

EDGE Service Project: Sat. December 10 

Saint James Gift Shop  Store Hours 
Wednesday  - Friday 10 am - 4 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 12 noon 
310.374.1964 

Welcome Parents of Young Children! 
 

Relax! God loves the wiggly little saints and we do 
too!  Please welcome families with young children 

to mass with smiles and encouragement.! 
 

We  understand how difficult it is to attend Mass with all 
the supplies a family with young children needs.  Many 
of  us have been through this and understand what it’s 

like. 
 
 

If we do what we can to encourage families to pray 
 together at Mass when they are young, the seeds 
planted will help them develop a deeper faith they can 
turn to as life becomes ever more difficult. Want to 

do more to help these families? Consider helping at 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word.  

Do you feel lost, alone or bored in your marriage? 
Are you frustrated, hurt or angry with your spouse? 

Are you constantly fighting?  
Or, do you simply shut down? 

Have you thought about separation or divorce?  Does 
talking about it only make it worse? … 

 
Retrouvaille offers tools needed to rediscover a  

loving marriage relationship. Thousands of couples 

headed for cold, unloving relationships or divorce 

have successfully overcome their marriage  

problems by attending the program. 

What the Program is not.  

It is not a retreat, marriage counseling, or a  

sensitivity group. There are neither group dynamics 

nor group discussions on the weekend. It is not a 

time for hurting; it is a time for healing. 

Who is it for? 

It is for couples with marital problems including 

those who are considering marriage separation and 

those who are already separated or divorced that 

want marriage help. 
 

Some couples come to Retrouvaille during the initial 

signs of a marriage problem. Other couples are in a 

state of despair and hopelessness when they attend 

the program. These latter couples often consider 

the Retrouvaille program their final option. 
 

 http://www.retrouvaille.org/ 

http://www.retrouvaille.org/marriage-counseling-alternatives.php
http://www.retrouvaille.org/marriage-help.php
http://www.retrouvaille.org/marriage-problem.php
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December 2016 

Everything we have is a gift from God, including our 

ability to earn money. We believe that it is through 

our generosity and 

sharing from our first 

fruits that we are able 

to fulfill the mission 

that God has entrusted 

to us –changing lives and saving souls. 

Visit www.SaintJames.Church or the  parish office.  

Sunday Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Saturday 

27   

1st Sunday in  

Advent 

Giving tree 

28  29 30 1 2 

Christmas 

Concert 7:30 

PM 

3 

Christmas  

Boutique 9 am 

4 

Christmas 

Boutique 9 

am 

Christmas  

Wreath Sale 

5 6 7 

 

Feast 

Vigil 

Mass  

5:30pm 

8 

Feast of the  

Immaculate 

Conception 

Mass 8, 12,  

7 pm 

9 10 

Religious  

Retirement 

Fund 

 

11 

Children’s  

Liturgy  

of the Word 

10 am 

12 

Penance  

Service  

American 

 Martyrs 

7:30 pm 

13 

Golden Age 

Christmas 

Luncheon  

 

Penance 

Service  

St. James 

7:30 Pm 

14 

SJS 

Christmas  

Sing 

7pm 

Church 

15 16 17 

Feed the Needy 

Christmas 

Luncheon 1 pm 

18 

Women’s 

Guild 

Potluck 1:15 

Red Cross 

Blood Drive 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

Christmas Eve 

 

4 pm – Fr. IK 

6 pm – Fr. Jim 

Carols @10:30 

11 pm Fr. Mike 

25 

Christmas 

Day 

 

 

6:30am  8am, 

10am 12 

noon Mass 

No 5:30 Mass 

26 

Mass 8, 12 

 

Parish Office 

Closed 

27 

  

28 29 30 

 

Parish Office 

Closed at 

Noon 

31  

New Year’s Eve 

 

5:30 pm Mass 

10:30 pm Mass 

Dear Lord, 
 I am calling upon you today for 

Your divine guidance and help. I am in crisis 
and need a supporting hand to keep me on the 

right and just path. My heart is troubled but I will 
strive to keep it set on You, as your infinite wisdom 

will show me the right way to a just and right resolution.  
Thank you for hearing my prayer  

and for staying by my side.  
Amen 
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Prayer Requests 

For those suffering illness, infirmity,  

and those in need of our prayers: 

Cheryl Ketchens  

 

From death to new life . 

For the souls of the recently departed, that through the 

mercy of God, they may rest in peace: 

Rodrigo Vergara, Maria Del Refugio, Kenny Mahoney  

Weekly Mass Intentions 

 

“Is any among you sick? 

Let him call for the elders of the church, 

and let them pray over him, anointing 

him with oil in the name of the Lord; and 

the prayer of faith will save the sick man, 

and the Lord will raise him up; and if he 

has committed sins, he will be forgiven.” 

 (Jas. 5:14–15).  

 Call the  office 310.372.5228 

 

Sunday   

6:30 am  

 

8 am  

 

10 am  

 

12 noon  

 

5:30 pm 

November 27 

Fr. IK 

 

Msgr. Mike 

 

Fr. IK 

 

Msgr. Mike 

Fr. IK 

1st Sunday in Advent 

All Souls Novena   

Michael Rios  (L) 

Frank Lee   

Shirley Flannagan    

St. James Parishioners 

John Martin    

Edmundo Reyes   

The Motarnicola Family  

Anne Hughes   

Robert & Gabriella Shaw (L) 

Monday 

8 am 

12 noon 

November 28 

Msgr. Mike 

Fr. IK 

 

Ralph Chadwick    

All Souls Novena   

Tuesday 

8 am 

12 noon 

November 29 

Fr. IK 

Msgr. Mike 

 

All Souls Novena   

Elena Love   

Wednesday 

8 am 

12 noon 

November 30 

Msgr. Mike 

Fr. Jim 

  

Robert Stottlemire  

All Souls Novena    

Thursday 

8 am 

12 noon 

December 1 

Fr. Jim 

Fr. IK 

 

Noel Magbanua   

Dottie Archambault (L) 

Friday 

8 am  

12 noon 

December 2 

Msgr. Mike 

Fr. IK 

 

Robert Sjodin   

John Shields   

Saturday 

8 am 

5:30 pm 

December 3 

Fr. IK 

Fr. IK 

  

Mary Jane Sullivan   

Cameron Thomas  (L) 

Harumi Miyajima   

Sunday 

6:30 am 

 

8 am 

 

10 am  

 

12 noon 

 

5:30 pm 

December 4 

Msgr. Mike 

 

Fr. Jim 

 

Fr. IK 

 

Msgr. Mike 

 

Msgr. Mike 

  

David Franco   

Nora Finnerty   

Michael Mc Garry   

Adelaida Vega    

St. James Parishioners 

Maria Peralta    

Dalla Katy   

Alber Jalbert  

Sherry Sullivan   

Jeffrey Wilhelmi (L) 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN 
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 
"So too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you 

do not expect, the Son of Man will come." 
 

This week we hear that ominous Gospel passage 
where Jesus tells us about people being taken from 
where they are and what they are doing when they 
least expect it, while others remain. This has been 

 distorted by some for support into a spectacular idea 
of rapture, leading to many books and movies.  

A profitable genre has been created that sometimes 
preys on people's fears. 

 
But in following Jesus Christ, there is no fear. What 

we are called to do is live each day as it were our last. 
Be mindful of all the opportunities around you to share 

love and the gifts God has given you.  
 

We will all be held accountable in the end, but it is not 
what we have done that will save us. Our salvation 

lies in the grace freely given to us by Jesus. When we 
choose to receive that gift and intentionally follow Him, 

we are led to giving over our entire being totally to 
Him. 

 
This Advent, let's not allow ourselves to be caught up 

in all the craziness of the season, but instead give 
 ourselves over to God to use for his glory.  

The Incarnation born in a manger is calling you.  
Have no fear!  
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